
PHIL 607 The Philosophy of Rodolfo Kusch: Indigenous and Popular Foundations of Latino/a 
and Latin American Thought- —Professor A. A. Vallega 
R   18:00-20:50   SC 250C 
 
This course focuses on the recently published translation of Rodolfo Kusch´s Indigenous and 
Popular Thinking in America (originally published in Spanish in1970, this work gathers the 
material Kusch develops while living in the Andean Highlands in 1967), as well as on translations 
of other previously untranslated major texts. Rodolfo Kusch was an Argentinean philosopher who 
engaged indigenous thought in Andean native peoples and popular thinking as ways of thinking 
fundamental to the development of Latin American philosophy and distinct from the Western 
tradition. Kusch develops a philosophy situated in Latin American experience.  He does so by 
engaging the distinct ways of being-in-displacement or being-in-between that entail the senses of 
being in Latin American in light of the history of coloniality (being between European and native 
identities and traditions, between the colonizer and the colonized). This distinct sense of being-in-
between is found and articulated particularly by exposing native experience (and its 
configurations in popular thinking) as central to contemporary Latin American consciousness. 
Rodolfo Kusch was a student of Heidegger’s work and of the history of Western thought, and in 
his later writing engages Freud, Hegel, and Derrida, besides thinking in departure from 
Heidegger’s Dasein analysis and the understanding of being-in-the-world in Being and Time, as 
well as from Heidegger´s later understanding of language. Some of the central issues discussed 
will include, time, space, intimacy, identity, metaphysics and ontology, poietic thinking, 
cosmological thought, and decolonial and traditional epistemologies. 
 
Texts Required  
By Rodolfo Kusch 1. Indigenous and Popular Thinking in America (book is available at 
the University Book Store) 
         FOR THOSE READING IN SPANISH: Obras Completas, Vol.II (On 
Canvas) 
Adittional translations/readings will be provided in class or through Canvas.   
Suggested background readings: The First New Chronicle and Good Government: On the 
History of the World and the Incas up to 1615, by Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala; Being 
and Time and The Question Concerning Technology and Other Essays, both by Martin 
Heidegger; Latin American Philosophy from Identity to Radical Exteriority by Alejandro 
A. Vallega. 
 
Requirements 
2 Presentations 40% (20% each); Final Paper 50%; 
Attendance and Participation 10% (see supplement for assignment details) 
 
1. Final Paper 10-12 pages (number of pages does not include title page or 
bibliography). Besides title and bibl., graduate papers should include at least 2 secondary 
sources. The papers should be double-space, font 12, with standard spacing and margins. 
All papers should be printed out and handed out in the day they are due, and submitted by 
e-mail to the following email address (avallega@uoregon.edu).  
2. Two	Class	Presentations.	Graduate	students	will	be	responsible	for	making	two	
class	presentations.	Each	time	they	will	be	expected	to	introduce	the	reading	
material	due	for	a	specific	class.	Students	will	sign	up	for	presentations,	and	will	be	
responsible	for	presenting	a	clear	and	concise	overview	of	the	reading,	highlighting	



the	main	ideas	and	issues,	raising	pertinent	questions,	and	relating	the	reading	to	
previous	readings	and	discussions	when	necessary.	Presentations	should	be	typed	
and	copies	should	be	distributed	at	the	beginning	of	class.	
3.	Course participation and attendance (10%)  
Additional Requirements: Any short writing in class must be clearly legible. All 
assignments outside of class are to be typed and turned in when due, unless you have a 
documented excuse. All late assignments are to be turned in no later than a week after 
their original due date and with the permission of the professor. 
 
Course Policies 
1. Attendance 
It is the student’s responsibility to be in class and to make up missed class 
assignments.  Make sure you have at least one person in class who can provide you with 
notes and assignment information. Once you have worked on the material you missed, if 
you do not understand it or need clarification make sure you meet with me during office 
hours. Two consecutive unexcused absences will result in a “D” or lower grade for 
the course. If you know that you will be absent from class or if you have an emergency, 
notify the instructor in person before class or as soon as you can. Only serious 
emergencies will be considered as sufficient reason for an excused absence. Those who 
must be absent from class for athletic activities or other responsibilities related to the 
university (including the department) will be expected to make up all work and may be 
required to meet with the instructor in order to discuss in detail their understanding of the 
material covered in class. Unexcused absences will result in the lowering of your 
grade. 
2. Computer, Cell Phone, and Electronic Equipment Policy 
The use of computers, cell phones, or any other electronic equipment not specifically 
allowed by the instructor is not permitted during class.  
3. Grade Breakdown (As above) 
Graduates: 2 Presentations 40% (20% each); Final Paper 50%; Attend. and Participation 
10% 
Each of the three parts fulfills a different aspect of the course: Therefore, failure to 
complete any one of them requirements will result in a “D” for the semester or 
failure of the course. 
 
Office hours: 248 Susan Campbell Hall, M 4:00-6:00 or by appointment. 
 
 
READING SCHEDULE (PHIL 607 (KUSCH) FALL 2016) 
 
I. 9/29-NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HERMENEUTICS MEETING 
CLASS TO BE RESCHEDULED 
Syllabus. Course introduction: Why Rodolfo Kusch today? 
 
II. 10/6- Intro III: Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Readings: Translator’s 
Introduction (María Lugones); Ch. 1-2 
 
III. 13- Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Ch. 3-4 



 
IV. 20- SPEP MEETING: CLASS TO BE RESCHEDULED 
Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Ch. 5-6 (Pacha-kuti, turn) 
 
V. 27- Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Review, Ch. 6- (Pacha-kuti, turn)-
Ch.7-8-9 
 
VI. 1/3- Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Ch.10-11  
 
VII. 10- Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Ch.12 (El pensamiento popular, 
popular thinking), Ch. 13-14-15. 
 
VIII. 17- Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Review Ch.16-17 
 
IX. 24-25 Thanks Giving 
 
X. 12/1- Indigenous and Popular Thinking in América. Ch.18-19 
         
Friday 12/2- Last day of classes 
 
12/7, Wednesday Noon  FINAL PAPER DUE  (electronic submission) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


